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COMPONENTS OF THIS COURSE

itting Words: Classical Rhetoric for the Christian Student is meant as a one-
year course in practical rhetoric for the Christian high school student. The

entire packet includes these components:

1. The textbook with thirty lessons on the art of rhetoric. Each lesson also

includes Thinking Deeper questions, suggestions for Reading Further, and
quotes for Developing Memory. The Thinking Deeper sections provide op-
tional questions for discussion, questions which dig further into the lesson
topics. These occasionally require outside reading. The Developing Memory
sections give the students exercise in memorizing and delivering appropriate
quotes of varying length. Before starting this course you may find it helpful
to read Lesson 29, which discusses some methods for memorizing. Students
will write and deliver speeches after Lessons 13, 14, 15, 16, and 30. The ap-
pendices include a glossary of key terms, the text of the primary speeches
used throughout the course, and a chart of every speech in the Bible, many

of which are also used throughout the course.

. The student workbook, which includes exercises for each lesson. Many of
the lessons have two exercises, A and B, both of which should be completed
by the student before going on to the next lesson. Also included are speech
judging sheets identical to those in the test packet, which the student may

use to evaluate himself as he practices the required speeches.

. An answer key for the exercises and the tests. Also included is a proposed
course schedule. The answer key layout matches the layout of the exercises
and tests for ease of grading. Point suggestions are given [in brackets] for

the exams only.

. The exam packet, which includes review sheets for the tests, the tests them-
selves, and speech judging sheets for the instructor to evaluate the speeches
to be delivered by the student. The final evaluation for the course is not a

comprehensive exam but a final speech. Review sheets, tests, and judging
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sheets are items which may be individually copied and distributed to the

students at various times throughout the course.

5. The video course, available in multiple formats, in which the author intro-
duces and teaches through each lesson. Each video session also introduces a
figure of speech or thought (retaught together in Lessons 27 and 28), offers
suggestions for the Thinking Deeper questions, gives suggestions for com-
pleting the exercises, and presents the commonplace topic for developing

copiousness. Lessons prior to tests or speeches include related helps.



' OPTIONAL COURSE SCHEDULES

elow are suggested schedules for teaching the Fitting Words course over one
or two years. The one-year schedule shows four class meetings per week.
Classes that meet five times per week can use the additional time to discuss
the Thinking Deeper questions. Of course these are merely suggestions to help

you to pace the lessons; you will know best what works for you and your students.

ONE-YEAR SCHEDULE: SEMESTER ONE

WEEK DAY TEXT AND ASSIGNMENT WEEK DAY TEXTAND ASSIGNMENT
Unit 1: Foundations of Rhetoric Unit 3 (continued)
1 1 Preface: How to Use This Book Introduction: 32 Lesson 11: Pathos
The Goal and Purpose of This Book 9 33 Exercise 11
2 ReadAppendix A: Speeches 34 Finish exercise 11
3 Lesson 1: A Christian View of Rhetoric 35  Lesson 12: Emotions, Part One
4 Exercise 1 36 Exercise 12
2 5  Lesson 2: The Birth of Rhetoric 10 37  Finishexercise 12
6  Exercise? 38  Lesson 13: Emotions, Part Two
7 Lesson 3: First Excerpt of Phaedrus 39  Exercise 13
8  Exercise3 40  Finish exercise 13
3 9 Lesson 4: Second Excerpt of Phaedrus 1 41 Speech prep
10  Exercise 4 42 Deliver Emotions speech
11 Review for exam 43 Review for exam
12 Exam1 44 Exam3
Unit 2: Invention and Arrangement Unit 4: Fitting Words to the Topic: Special Lines of Argument
4 13 Lesson 5: The Five Faculties of Oratory; Invention 12 45 Lesson 14: Special Lines of Argument: Forensic Oratory
14 Exercise 5 46  Exercise 14a
15 Finish exercise 5 47  Exercise 14b
16 Lesson 6: Arrangement: Introduction 48  Speech prep
5 17 Exercise 6 13 49 Speech prep
18 Finish exercise 6 50  Deliver Forensic speech
19 Lesson 7: Arrangement: Narration and Division 51 Lesson 15: Political Oratory
20 Exercise 7 52 Exercise 15a
6 21 Finish exercise 7 14 53 Exercise 15b
22 Lesson 8: Arrangement: Proof and Refutation 54 Speech prep
23 Exercise8 55  Speech prep
24 Finish exercise 8 56  Deliver Political speech
7 25 Lesson 9: Arrangement: Conclusion 15 57  Lesson 16: Ceremonial Oratory
26 Exercise9 58  Exercise 16a
27 Review for exam 50  Exercise 16b
28 Exam2 60  Speech prep

16 61  Speechprep
62 Deliver Ceremonial speech
63 Review forexam
64 Exam4

Unit 3: Understanding Emotions: Ethos and Pathos
8 29 Lesson 10: Ethos and Copiousness
30 Exercise 10
31 Finish exercise 10
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ONE-YEAR SCHEDULE: SEMESTER TWO

WEEK DAY TEXTAND ASSIGNMENT

WEEK DAY TEXTAND ASSIGNMENT

Unit 5: General Lines of Argument

1
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74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
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88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100

Lesson 17: General Lines of Argument; Terms and
Definition

Exercise 17a

Exercise 17b

Finish exercise 17b

Lesson 18: Statement Types and Their Relationships
Exercise 18a

Exercise 18b

Finish exercise 18b

Lesson 19: Statements and Truth
Exercise 19a

Exercise 19b

Finish exercise 19b

Lesson 20: Maxims and Their Use
Exercise 20

Review for exam

Exam 5

Lesson 21: Argument by Example
Exercise 21a

Exercise 21b

Finish exercise 21b

Lesson 22: Deductive Arguments
Exercise 22a

Exercise 22b

Finish exercise 22b

Review for exam

Exam 6

Lesson 23: Refutation of Arguments
Exercise 23a

Exercise 23b

Finish exercise 23b

Lesson 24: Informal Fallacies
Exercise 24a

Finish exercise 24a

Exercise 24b

Review for exam

Exam 7

Unit 6: Fitting Words to the Audience: Style and Ornament

10

11

12

13

14

101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
10
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12
"3
114
15
16
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18
119
120

Lesson 25: Understanding Your Audience
Exercise 25a

Finish exercise 25a

Exercise 25b

Lesson 26: Style: Clarity and Elegance
Exercise 26a

Finish exercise 26a

Exercise 26b

Lesson 27: Levels of Style and Figures of Speech
Exercise 27a

Finish exercise 27a

Exercise 27b

Finish exercise 27b

Lesson 28: Tropes and Allusions

Exercise 28a

Finish exercise 28a

Exercise 28b

Finish exercise 28b

Review for exam

Exam 8

Unit 7: Memory and Delivery

15

16

17

121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
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132

Lesson 29: Memory
Exercise 29

Lesson 30: Delivery
Exercise 30a
Exercise 30b
Review for exam
Exam 9

Speech prep
Speech prep
Speech prep
Speech prep
Deliver Final speech
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TWO-YEAR SCHEDULE
YEAR ONE

WEEK TEXT AND ASSIGNMENT

YEAR TWO

WEEK TEXTAND ASSIGNMENT

Unit 1: Foundations of Rhetoric

1

o B W N

Introduction; Read Appendix A

Lesson 1: A Christian View of Rhetoric; Exercise 1
Lesson 2: The Birth of Rhetoric; Exercise 2

Lesson 3: First Excerpt of Phaedrus; Exercise 3
Lesson 4: Second Excerpt of Phaedrus; Exercise 4
Review for exam; Exam 1

Unit 2: Invention and Arrangement

7

8

9
10
11
12

Lesson 5: The Five Faculties of Oratory; Invention; Exercise 5
Lesson 6: Arrangement: Overview; Introduction; Exercise 6
Lesson 7: Arrangement: Narration and Division; Exercise 7
Lesson 8: Arrangement: Proof and Refutation; Exercise 8
Lesson 9: Arrangement: Conclusion; Exercise 9
Review for exam; Exam 2

Unit 3: Understanding Emotions: Ethos and Pathos

13
14
15
16
17
18
19

Lesson 10: Ethos and Copiousness; Exercise 10
Lesson 11: Pathos; Exercise 11

Lesson 12: Emotions, Part One; Exercise 12
Lesson 13: Emotions, Part Two; Exercise 13
Speech prep

Deliver emotions speech

Review for exam; Exam 3

Unit 4: Fitting Words to the Topic: Special Lines of Argument

20

21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32

Lesson 14: Special Lines of Argument: Forensic Oratory;
Exercise 14a

Exercise 14b

Speech prep

Deliver forensic speech

Lesson 15: Political Oratory; Exercise 15a
Exercise 15b

Speech prep

Deliver political speech

Lesson 16: Ceremonial Oratory; Exercise 16a
Exercise 16b

Speech prep

Deliver ceremonial speech
Review for exam; Exam 4

Unit 5: General Lines of Argument

1
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9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

18

Lesson 17: General Lines of Argument; Terms and Definition;
Exercise 17a

Exercise 17b

Lesson 18: StatementTypes and Their Relationships; Exercise 18a
Exercise 18b

Lesson 19: Statements and Truth; Exercise 19a
Exercise 19b

Lesson 20: Maxims and Their Use; Exercise 20
Review for exam; Exam 5

Lesson 21: Argument by Example; Exercise 21a
Exercise 21b

Lesson 22: Deductive Arguments; Exercise 22a
Exercise 22b

Review for exam; Exam 6

Lesson 23: Refutation of Arguments; Exercise 23a
Exercise 23b

Lesson 24: Informal Fallacies; Exercise 24a
Exercise 24b

Review for exam; Exam 7

Unit 6: Fitting Words to the Audience: Style and Ornament

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

Lesson 25: Understanding Your Audience; Exercise 25a
Exercise 25b

Lesson 26: Style: Clarity and Elegance; Exercise 26a

Exercise 26b

Lesson 27: Levels of Style and Figures of Speech; Exercise 27a
Exercise 27b

Lesson 28: Tropes and Allusions; Exercise 28a

Exercise 28b

Review for exam; Exam 8

Unit 7: Memory and Delivery

28
29
30
31
32

Lesson 29: Memory; Exercise 29
Lesson 30: Delivery; Exercise 30a
Exercise 30b; Review for exam; Exam 9
Speech prep

Deliver Final speech



EXERCISE 12 o

DATE

Problems 1-12: Identify the primary emotion from each lesson (anger, calm-
ness, friendship, enmity, fear, confidence) that the given speaker is seeking to

produce in his hearers.

[S—

Genesis 13:8-9 ﬂ*iendshilo

Exodus 14:13-14 confidence
Joshua 22:22-29 cqlmness

1 Samuel 25:24-31 calmness

1 Kings 1:17-21, 24-27 anger
1 Kings 5:2-9_friendship

2 Chronicles 13:4-7 enmity

Ezra 6:6-12 fgqr

© @ N 3 Ul A 010

Daniel 3:9-12 anger

10. Matthew 28:18-20 confidence
11. Mark 9:42-48 fgar

12. Acts 24:5-8 gnmiT\//

13. Which emotion is Martin Luther trying to produce in the introduction to
Here I Stand? Defend your answer.

Most Serene Emperor, and you illustrious princes and gracious lords: I this
day appear before you in all humility, according to your command, and I
implore Your Majesty and your august highnesses, by the mercies of God,
to listen with favor to the defense of a cause which I am well assured is just
and right. I ask pardon, if by reason of my ignorance, I am wanting in the
manners that befit a court; for I have not been brought up in kings’ palaces,

but in the seclusion of a cloister.

uther is trvina to produce calmness. The imperial avdience

before whom he was defending himself Moy have included

35
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mony who were angry af him ond who had the power o

punish_him. Thus he is humble before them and speaks to them

respedfu“y.

Problems 14-15: Read the excerpt in Appendix A from Jonathan Edwards’s ser-

mon “Sinners in the Hand of an Angry God,” and answer the following questions.

14. Explain how in his sermon Edwards employs each of the given elements of

the definition of fear.

pain or disturbance _Edwards uses lgnguggg that disturbs his

hearers from their spiritual sloth.

due to a mental picture 9 i f devouring f ;

swords danalina overhe nd pits underneath; beina cut off,

swallowed vp, and lost

of destructive or painful evil _He sQys thot sin is "destructive in its

nature” an s hell "eternal destruction.” resents hell as

painful, speaking of the "torments of hell”

in the future e _says "the pit is prepar the fire | e
t | t t v

what moment God shall permit”
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15. Aristotle adds that “we know that we shall die, but we are not troubled
thereby, because death is not close at hand.” How does Edwards make death
appear close at hand?

Edwards argues that death is close ot hand to all of vus, since

God Moy bring on_end to our life ot any time. He argues that

deoth is near in these ways: "Tt is no security to wicked men

for one moment, thot there are no visible means of death ot

hand ... this is no evidence, that a man is not on the very

brink of eternity, ond thot the next step will not be into

n, o

another world"; "God has so many different unsearchable wavys

of taking wicked men out of the world" 'men's own wisdom is

no _security to them from death.” He also uses metaphors suc

as "unconverted men walk over the pit of hell on o rotten

covering, ond there are innumerable p[aces in_this covering so

weok thot they will not bear their weioht, and these places

are not seen. The arrows of death ﬂ\/ unseen ot noonda\/;

the sharpest sight cannot discern them.




EXAM FOUR o

LESSONS 14-16 DATE

You may use a Bible for this exam.

1. Define forensic oratory.

actions [3]

Problems 2-7: Consider this comic, which shows how Calvin followed an instruc-
tion to shovel a path to his father’s car.

2. Define wrongdoing. Explain how Calvin’s act fits each part of the definition.

\)\)rongdoing is "injury, vo(urﬁari(\/ inflicted, conerr\// to law."

Calvin's act was an injury in that his dod suffered harm

(having to walk around a long path rather than a short one)

against his will. Tt was voluntary (Calvin knew what he was

doing, and no_one was forcing him). and it was contrary to

the implied command of his dad. [6]
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3.

Is the law Calvin is breaking universal or particular? Explain your answer.

4. What is Calvin’s basic state of mind in doing this wrong?

5.

6.

v would be f ] | tod nat 1 |
1! s dod wos in o hueey ! w
oving. the trick on his dad | shment. [3]

Briefly describe the means, opportunity, and motive for Calvin’s wrong act.
. Calvin | H [ B ] l o
length of path

his dad (power over others). [6]

Why is Calvin’s act here a greater wrongdoing than a typical act of disobedience?

olvins fail il an obliagt o benefactor. |

oubd b offond i ] ol I
Z]




Fitting Words | EXAM FOUR

7. Which class of victims does Calvin’s father fit under?

8. What is defined as “a sort of justice, applying to forgivable actions, that goes

beyond the written law and makes up for defects in it”?

Equity [1]

Problems 9-12: Imagine that you are trying to convince a group of friends to

join a self-defense martial arts class with you this summer.

9. Appeal to the parts of the definition of political oratory to show this to be a
political speech.

y |  oooole (uour friends) 1o tal
¢ action (oin the closs with vou) in the future (i
'\ based tencas (that thew wil benefit |

wa\//) [4]

10. To which of Aristotle’s four definitions of happiness might you appeal to con-
vince your friends? Explain.

" L n

arts. you can get in shape, defend yourself and others, and

feel secure. (Answers moy vary) [3]
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11. List four of Aristotle’s constituent parts of happiness to which you could

reasonably appeal.

[ e athletic abil | friond |

beaqu\/ and honor (om\/ four). [4]

12. To which of Aristotle’s four definitions of goodness might you appeal? Explain.
"That whi usT rescri for iven individu
reason.” You might argue that you have thougnt it throu

[ 1 . N ol [

wi Tt Thi V. T 1r T tc. wer

may vary) [3]

13. What is ceremonial oratory?

14. Two forms of virtue are magnificence and liberality. What do these virtues have

in common? How do they differ?

£ theral ctugs of o 1
rvalve | g of - el ’

e o : iberality |
being free with wl | } o]

15. Solomon was in many ways a virtuous king. Identify two of Aristotle’s nine
forms of virtue that Solomon can be said to share, and give a brief explana-

tion of each. Which of the virtues did Solomon most lack?

. : e i ol wisd i
st [ fieert blessing all T o b
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wealth. However, he lacked temperance, aiving himself over to

physical pleasure. (Answers may vary) [5]

16. Consider this brief encomium: “Henry V was a great king. He ruled England
with wisdom, defeated the French at the Battle of Agincourt, and sought to
please God.” Rewrite and improve this, including at least three of Aristotle’s
thirty noble deeds and two methods of improving the effect of praise. Hint:
Keep in mind the St. Crispin’s Day speech.

Henry V was one of the greatest kings of England. He ruled

England with wisdom and prudence. He defeated the French

ot the Battle of Agincour‘f after winning many previous

battles. He showed great courage b\/ opposing_a much larger

foe in their homeland. Henry fought not for riches but for

honor, believing that winning France was right for England.

He did not surrender. but gained the victory, a victory

unexpected given the circumstances. And he was a pious_man,

seeking God's will and pleasure in_all that he did. For these

’rhings and more, King Henry V will always be remembered.

(Answers may vary) [8]




