
Unit Lesson                                                      Assignment
INTRODUCTION

(1 week)

Course Introduction Using “A Bargain for Frances”

□ Print out this blank story chart and this conflict/theme literary devices handout

□ Read at least the first half of Johnny Tremain which will be discussed in class next 
week

□ Use your story chart and the Conflict / Theme / Literary Devices sheet to guide you 
as you read

JOHNNY TREMAIN

(2 weeks)

Johnny Tremain (Pt. 1)

□ Finish Johnny Tremain

□ Complete lesson 1 of Writing and Rhetoric

□ Write a paragraph describing one character in the story

□ Look at the included pictures of Boston and comments about the historical figures 
used in Johnny Tremain

Johnny Tremain (Pt. 2)
□ Read at least the first 50 pages of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer

□ Complete lesson 2 of Writing and Rhetoric

THE ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER

(3 weeks)

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (Pt. 1)
□ Keep reading The Adventures of Tom Sawyer

□ Complete lesson 3 of Writing and Rhetoric

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (Pt. 2)
□ Read the rest of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer

□ Complete lesson 4 of Writing and Rhetoric

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (Pt. 3)
□ Begin reading Across Five Aprils

□ Complete lesson 5 of Writing and Rhetoric

ACROSS FIVE APRILS

(3 weeks)

Across Five Aprils (Pt. 1)

□ Read through at least chapter 8 in Across Five Aprils

□ Write a short paragraph explaining how you think that sentence could relate to the 
larger conflict of the War Between the States.

□ On a map, look up Shiloh, Fort Donelson, and Stones River to see where they are in 
relationship to Nashville

□ Complete lesson 6 of Writing and Rhetoric

Across Five Aprils (Pt.2)
□ Finish reading Across Five Aprils

□ Complete lesson 7 of Writing and Rhetoric 

Across Five Aprils (Pt. 3)

□ Read through chapter 5 of The Hiding Place

□ Make a list with names and descriptions (can be just a few adjectives describing the 
city and the main people featured).

□ Complete Lesson 7 of Writing and Rhetoric with your first Impersonation Essay.

THE HIDING PLACE

(3 weeks)

The Hiding Place (Pt. 1)

□ Read chapters 6–10 of The Hiding Place

□ Complete lesson 8 of Writing and Rhetoric. If you did not do the Impersonation 
Essay for Nellie Bly this week, please make sure you do the one for this week based 
on Henry Williamson.

The Hiding Place (Pt. 2)

□ Finish reading The Hiding Place. 

□ Write an essay using this prompt: In The Hiding Place, we see Christians doing 
things they would normally not consider because evil is in power.

□ Complete pages 185-197 & 205-206 in lesson 9 of Writing and Rhetoric

The Hiding Place (Pt. 3)
□ Read A Christmas Carol

□ Finish the last lesson in Writing and Rhetoric, Book 9

A CHRISTMAS CAROL

(2 weeks)

A Christmas Carol (Pt. 1)
□ Finish reading A Christmas Carol

□ Write short answers to the following questions…

A Christmas Carol (Pt. 2)

□ Read Murder on the Orient Express—the whole thing, to avoid spoilers!

□ Read page xvi of the Introduction of Writing and Rhetoric with your parents so you 
have an overview of what we will be covering this semester.

□ Complete Lesson 1 of Writing and Rhetoric

MURDER ON THE ORIENT EXPRESS

(1 week)

Course Assignment List: Middle School Literature (Compass Lectures) 

This document provides an overview of all assignments for this course. The columns follow the organization of our Learning 
Management System (Units>Lessons>Steps). The assignments below can be found in the "Assignment Before Next Lesson" 
steps which follow "Watch Lecture" steps in each lesson.
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Murder On the Orient Express

□ Read The Fellowship of the Ring, Prologue – Chapter 4, “A Short Cut to 
Mushrooms”

□ Write a short character sketch (3-4 sentences) of one of the characters you are 
introduced to in these chapters

□ Finish Lesson 2 of Writing and Rhetoric, “Writing Thesis Statements” (pp. 33 – 40), 
complete either A or B

□ Begin Lesson 3 of Writing and Rhetoric

THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING

(4 weeks)

The Fellowship of the Ring (Pt. 1)
□ Read through Chapter 12 of The Fellowship of the Ring, “Flight to the Ford” 

□ Finish Lesson 3 of Writing and Rhetoric—From “Go Deeper” (pp. 53 – 66)

The Fellowship of the Ring (Pt. 2)

□ Read Part II, Chapters 1 – 3 of The Fellowship of the Ring (“Many Meetings” 
through “The Ring Goes South”)

□ Write another character description.  This can be about the same person you chose 
initially, or someone who has been recently introduced.

□ Read Lesson 4 of Writing and Rhetoric, pp. 67 – 77

□ Write a summary as instructed at the top of p. 78 of Writing and Rhetoric

The Fellowship of the Ring (Pt. 3)

□ Read the rest of The Fellowship of the Ring

□ Read Lesson 5 of Writing and Rhetoric

□ Write a summary (p 99)

□ Read and be familiar with the “Talk About It” section (pp. 99-100)

□ Complete “Write and Discuss” (pp. 100-101)

□ Write the paragraphs required for “Go Deeper” (pp. 102-104)

The Fellowship of the Ring (Pt. 4)

□ Read "The Captured Shadow" by F. Scott Fitzgerald (pp. 105-116 of Writing and 
Rhetoric)

□ Complete ‘Tell It Back’ (this and all following from Writing and Rhetoric)

□ Read ‘Talk About It’

□ Read ‘Write and Discuss’ (pp. 119 – 126).  Choose three of the exercises to answer 
on (pp. 127-128)

□ For the ‘Go Deeper’ section write both paragraphs for “Two Towers” on a separate 
piece of paper

□ Complete all of the Paraphrase and Allusion exercises.

SHORT STORIES

(1 week)

"The Captured Shadow"

□ Read ‘Write and Discuss’ on pp. 119-126 of Writing and Rhetoric.  Choose three of 
the exercises to answer on pp 127 – 128.

□ For the ‘Go Deeper’ section complete both paragraphs for “Two Towers” on a 
separate piece of paper.

□ Complete all of the Paraphrase and Allusion exercises.

□ Look through Lessons 7 – 10 and decide which option for your thesis paper you are 
going to compete

SHAKESPEARE

(5 weeks)

Shakespeare (Pt. 1)

□ You are not required to read Much Ado About Nothing this week, but it’s always 
good to get a head start

□ Begin your choice of thesis papers! I would like to know your topic and scheduled 
plan next week.

Shakespeare (Pt. 2)
□ (Re) read Much Ado About Nothing.   

□ Write down 2-3 of your favorite lines.

Shakespeare (Pt. 3)

□ Read the play again!

□ Fill out a story chart to help you think through conflict, plot and theme.

□ Explore the website indicated, especially Levels 2 & 3.  The videos I referred to last 
week can be found in the “Language” section of Level 2. 

Shakespeare (Pt. 4)

□ Re-read and focus on Acts 4 & 5; conflict, plot, theme. 

□ What do you think the climax of the play was?

□ Keep up with your thesis papers

Shakespeare (Pt. 5)

□ Read the poems listed below!  

□ Make notes:  what is the author talking about (main idea)?  Look up words you don’t 
know.

□ Keep writing your thesis papers

POEMS

• "The Lake Isle of Innisfree" by WB Yeats

• "Spring" by Gerard Manley Hopkins

• "Sonnet 116" by William Shakespeare

POETRY & SHORT STORIES

(2 weeks)

Poetry
□ Read  “Thank You, Ma’am” by Langston Hughes.

□ Remember that thesis papers need to be finished next week

"Thank You Ma’am" □ No homework
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