
LESSON 1   

Being Verbs Basics | To Be or Not To Be

1A. GRAMMAR 

The ‘being verbs’ are the italicized verbs in these sentences. 

 I am in Germany. 

 I am a student. 

 You are a student in Germany. 

 We are students, but we are not in Germany. 

 She is happy. 

 She is not happy. 

 They are friends of mine. 

 We are friends. 

 He is a farmer. 

 Dad is a pilot. 

 Dan is a pilot and a farmer. 

 Dan is not a skate boarder. 

 Skate boarders are not farmers. 

 They are home now. 

 Mom is in the library. 

 My sister is in the library. 

 My mom and my sister are in the library. 

 My dad is not in the library. 

 Dad and his friends are at the school. 
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In Latin the being verbs are: 

Notice that pronouns are included with the being verbs in Latin.  In English, we use two 
separate words in a sentence: a pronoun and a verb.  For instance, I am in English is just 

one word in Latin: sum.  The Latin word est means is.  However, when used by itself, it 
can also mean, he is, she is, or it is.  Sunt means are, but also means they are. By the way, 
Latin loves putting the verb at the end of the sentence.  Latin does not require the verb 

at the end, just likes it that way.  

Singular Plural

sum - I am sumus - we are

es - you are estis - you (plural) are

est - he, she, it is, or is sunt - they are, or are
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Look at these Latin sentences.  Circle the being verbs.  Use the chart above 

to translate the sentences into English in the space provided beneath.  (You 

can guess at the country names.) 

Making a negative sentence in Latin is easy.  Simply add the word, non.  
Non means:  
  not 
  by no means 
   no 

Simply add it to a sentence to make the sentence negative. 
  
 Mamma est in casa.  
  Mom is in the house. 

 Mamma non est in casa.   

Sum in Germania. Es in Germania. Sumus in Germania.

Sum in Italia. Es in Italia. Sumus in Italia.

Est in Britannia. Estis in America. Sunt in Antarctica.

Non est in Britannia. Estis in Australia. Non sunt in Antarctica.
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