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Lesson 3

Brave New World: 
The Early Explorers

LECTURE 3.1
The Principle

ASSIGNMENT — Read the “Dedication” 
from The Log of Christopher Columbus’ First 
Voyage. What are his motives?

 “Dedication” from The Log of 
Christopher Columbus’ First Voyage 

IN THE NAME OF OUR 
LORD JESUS CHRIST

Whereas, Most Christian, High, Excellent, and 
Powerful Princes, King and Queen of Spain and of 
the Islands of the Sea, our Sovereigns, this present 
year 1492, after your Highnesses had terminated the 
war with the Moors reigning in Europe, the same 
having been brought to an end in the great city of 
Granada, where on the second day of January, this 
present year, I saw the royal banners of your High-
nesses planted by force of arms upon the towers of 
the Alhambra, which is the fortress of that city, and 
saw the Moorish king come out at the gate of the 
city and kiss the hands of your Highnesses, and of 
the Prince my Sovereign; and in the present month, 
in consequence of the information which I had giv-
en your Highnesses respecting the countries of In-
dia and of a Prince, called Great Khan, which in 
our language signifies King of Kings, how, at many 

times he, and his predecessors had sent to Rome so-
liciting instructors who might teach him our holy 
faith, and the holy Father had never granted his re-
quest, whereby great numbers of people were lost, 
believing in idolatry and doctrines of perdition. 

Your Highnesses, as Catholic Christians, and 
princes who love and promote the holy Christian 
faith, and are enemies of the doctrine of Mahomet, 
and of all idolatry and heresy, determined to send 
me, Christopher Columbus, to the above-men-
tioned countries of India, to see the said princes, 
people, and territories, and to learn their disposition 
and the proper method of converting them to our 
holy faith; and furthermore directed that I should 
not proceed by land to the East, as is customary, 
but by a Westerly route, in which direction we have 
hitherto no certain evidence that any one has gone.
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LECTURE 3.2
The Myths & Legends

ASSIGNMENT — Read the account given by 
Richard Hakluyt concerning the legend of 
Madoc of Wales. What evidence does he 
provide for Madoc’s possible arrival in the 
Americas?

From The Principal Navigations, 
Voyages, and Discoveries of the English 

Nation by Richard Hakluyt

After the death of Owen Gwynedd, his sons fell 
at debate who should inherit after him, for the el-
dest son born in matrimony, Edward, or Jorwerth 
Drwyndwn, was counted unmeet to govern because 
of the maim upon his face, and Howel, that took 
upon him the Rule, was a bare son, begotten upon 
an Irish woman. Therefore David, another son, 
gathered all the power he could, and came against 
Howel, and fighting with him, slew him, and af-
terwards enjoyed quietly the whole land of North 
Wales until his brother, Jorwerth’s son, came to age.

Madoc, another of Owen Gwyneth’s sons, left 
the land in contentions betwixt his brethren, and 
prepared certain ships with men and munition and 
fought adventures by seas, sailing west and leaving 
the coast of Ireland so far north, that he came to a 
land unknown, where he saw many strange things.

This land must needs be some parts of the coun-
try of which the Spaniards affirm themselves to be 
the first finders since Hauno’s time: whereupon it is 
manifest that that country was by Britons discovered 
long before Columbus led any Spaniards thither.

Of the voyage and return of this Madoc, there 
be many fables framed, as the common people do 
use in distance of place and length of time, rather 

to augment than to diminish, but sure it is, there he 
was. And after he had returned home, and declared 
the pleasant and fruitful countries that he had seen, 
without inhabitants; and upon the contrary, for 
what barren and wild ground his brethren and neph-
ews did murder one another, he prepared a number 
of ships, and got with him such men and women as 
were desirous to live in quietness, and taking leave 
of his friends, took his journey thitherwards again.

Therefore it is supposed that he and his people 
inhabited part of those countries; for it appeareth 
by Francis Lopez de Gomara that in Acuzamil, and 
other places, the people honored the Cross. Where-
by it may be gathered that Christians had been there 
before the coming of the Spaniards; but because this 
people were not many, they followed the manner of 
the land which they came to, and the language they 
found there.

This Madoc arriving in that western country, 
unto the which he came in the year 1170, left most 
of his people there, and returning back for more of 
his own nation, acquaintance and friends to inhabit 
that fair and large country, went thither again with 
ten sails, as I find noted by Guttun Owen. I am of 
opinion that the land whereunto he came was some 
part of the West Indies.
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LECTURE 3.3
The Evidences

ASSIGNMENT — Read the accounts of 
Vineland (Wineland) from Arguments 
and Proofs that Support the Claim of Norse 
Discovery of America by Arthur M. Reeves. 
What do you notice about the nature of 
the founding of Vineland?

 From Arguments and Proofs that 
Support the Claim of Norse Discovery 

of America by Arthur M. Reeves 

ACCOUNT 1: Leif, a son of Eric the Red, 
passed this same winter, in good repute, with King 
Olaf, and accepted Christianity. And that summer, 
when Gizur went to Iceland, King Olaf sent Leif to 
Greenland to proclaim Christianity there. He sailed 
that summer to Greenland. He found men upon 
a wreck at sea and succored them. Then, likewise, 
he discovered Wineland the Good, and arrived in 
Greenland in the autumn. He took with him thith-
er a priest and other spiritual teachers, and went to 
Brattahlid to make his home with his father, Eric. 
People afterwards called him Leif the Lucky. But his 
father, Eric, said that one account should balance 
the other, that Leif had rescued the ship’s crew, and 
that he had brought the trickster to Greenland. This 
was the priest.

ACCOUNT 2: King Olaf then sent Leif to 
Greenland to proclaim Christianity there. The king 
sent a priest and other holy men with him, to bap-
tize the people there, and to instruct them in the 
true faith. Leif sailed to Greenland that summer, 
and rescued at sea the men of a ship’s crew, who were 
in great peril and were clinging to [lit. lay upon] the 
shattered wreckage of a ship; and on this same voy-

age be found Wineland the Good, and at the end of 
the summer arrived in Greenland, and betook him-
self to Brattahlid, to make his home with his father, 
Eric. People afterwards called him Leif the Lucky, 
but his father, Eric, said that the one [deed] offset 
the other, in that Leif had on the one hand rescued 
and restored the men of the ship’s crew to life, while 
on the other he had brought the trickster to Green-
land, for thus he called the priest.

LECTURE 3.4
Christopher Columbus, Part I

ASSIGNMENT — Read the selection from 
The Book of Prophecies by Christopher 
Columbus. What was his primary encour-
agement for his expedition?

 From The Book of Prophecies 
by Christopher Columbus

I hope to God that when I come back here from 
Castille, which I intend on doing, that I will find a 
barrel of gold for which these people I am leaving 
will have traded, and they will have found a gold 
mine and spices in such quantities, that within three 
years the sovereigns will prepare and undertake the 
reconquest of the Holy Land. I’ve already petitioned 
your highnesses to see that all the profits of this, my 
enterprise, should be spent on the conquest of Jeru-
salem and your highnesses smiled and said that the 
idea pleased them and that even without the expedi-
tion they had an inclination to do it.

The argument I have for the restitution of the 
Temple Mount to the holy church is simple. I only 
hold fast to the Holy Scriptures, and to the prophet-
ic citations attributed to certain holy men, who are 
carried along by divine wisdom. Remember with 
what cost Spain undertook the reconquest of Grana-
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da and with what great reward.
I am motivated by the Scriptures to go on to 

discover the Indies. I went to the royal court with 
the intention of entreating our sovereigns to speci-
fy revenues, that they might accrue, to be spent on 
the reconquest of Jerusalem. I must repeat, for the 
expedition to the Indies, neither reason, nor mathe-
matics, nor cartography were of profit to me in the 
manner that were the prophecies of scripture. This 
is what I have to report concerning the liberation of 
Jerusalem. Be glad, if there be any faith in us, the 
enterprise is bound for victory.
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LECTURE 3.5
Christopher Columbus, Part II

ASSIGNMENT — Complete Exam #3.

Exam #3
1.	 Explain the lesson’s title Brave New World.

2.	 How are most explorers viewed today?

3.	 For what reasons did the explorers typically set sail?

4.	 What is the value of myths to the study of history?

5.	 Retell the story of the Carthaginian explorers, St. Brendan, or Madoc 
of Wales.

6.	 Retell the story of Leif Erikson and the settlements of Vineland.

7.	 List at least three hard evidences for the possible truth of Irish, 
Welsh, and Viking explorers in the Americas.

8.	 How did Christopher Columbus’ early life and education inspire and 
prepare him for the discovery of America in 1492?

9.	 What disappointments and tragedies did Columbus experience, and 
how did he overcome these?

10.	 Why did Columbus sail west in 1492?
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Lesson 15

How Good and Pleasant It Is: 
Adams & Jefferson

LECTURE 15.1
The Principle

ASSIGNMENT — Read the selection from the 
Eulogy on Adams and Jefferson by Daniel 
Webster. How were these men remarkable 
according to Webster? What was remark-
able about their deaths?

Eulogy on Adams and Jefferson 
by Daniel Webster

This is an unaccustomed spectacle. For the first 
time, fellow-citizens, badges of mourning shroud 
the columns and overhang the arches of this hall. 
These walls, which were consecrated, so long ago, 
to the cause of American liberty, which witnessed 
her infant struggles and rung with the shouts of her 
earliest victories, proclaim, now, that distinguished 
friends and champions of that great cause have fall-
en. It is right that it should be thus. The tears which 
flow, and the honors that are paid, when the found-
ers of the republic die, give hope that the republic 
itself may be immortal. It is fit that, by public as-
sembly and solemn observance, by anthem and by 
eulogy, we commemorate the services of national 
benefactors, extol their virtues, and render thanks to 
God for eminent blessings, early given and long con-
tinued, through their agency, to our favored country.

Adams and Jefferson are no more; and we are as-
sembled, fellow-citizens, the aged, the middle-aged, 
and the young, by the spontaneous impulse of all, 
under the authority of the municipal government, 
with the presence of the chief magistrate of the 
Commonwealth, and others its official represen-
tatives, the University, and the learned societies, 
to bear our part in these manifestations of respect 
and gratitude which pervade the whole land. AD-
AMS and JEFFERSON are no more. On our fif-
tieth anniversary, the great day of national jubilee, 
in the very hour of public rejoicing, in the midst of 
echoing and reechoing voices of thanksgiving, while 
their own names were on all tongues, they took their 
flight together to the world of spirits.

If it be true that no one can safely be pronounced 
happy while he lives, if that event which terminates 
life can alone crown its honors and its glory, what 
felicity is here! The great epic of their lives, how hap-
pily concluded! Poetry itself has hardly terminated 
illustrious lives, and finished the career of earthly re-
nown, by such a consummation. If we had the pow-
er, we could not wish to reverse this dispensation of 
the Divine Providence. The great objects of life were 
accomplished, the drama was ready to be closed. It 
has closed; our patriots have fallen; but so fallen, at 
such age, with such coincidence, on such a day, that 
we cannot rationally lament that the end has come, 
which we knew could not be long deferred.

Neither of these great men, fellow-citizens, 
could have died, at any time, without leaving an im-
mense void in our American society. They have been 
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so intimately, and for so long a time, blended with 
the history of the country, and especially so united, 
in our thoughts and recollections, with the events 
of the Revolution, that the death of either of them 
would have touched the chords of public sympathy. 
We should have felt that one great link, connecting 
us with former times, was broken; that we had lost 
something more, as it were, of the presence of the 
Revolution itself, and of the act of independence, 
and were driven on, by another great remove from 
the days of our country’s early distinction, to meet 
posterity and to mix with the future. Like the mari-
ner, whom the currents of the ocean and the winds 
carry along until he sees the stars which have direct-
ed his course and lighted his pathless way descend 
one by one, beneath the rising horizon, we should 
have felt that the stream of time had borne us on-
ward till another great luminary, whose light had 
cheered us and whose guidance we had followed, 
had sunk away from our sight.

But the concurrence of their death on the an-
niversary of Independence has naturally awakened 
stronger emotions. Both had been President, both 
had lived to great age, both were early patriots, and 
both were distinguished and ever honored by their 
immediate agency in the act of independence. It 
cannot but seem striking and extraordinary, that 
these two should live to see the fiftieth year from 
the date of that act/ that they should complete 
that year/ and that then, on the day which had fast 
linked for ever their own fame with their country’s 
glory, the heavens should open to receive them both 
at once. As their lives themselves were the gifts of 
Providence, who is not willing to recognize in their 
happy termination, as well as in their long continu-
ance, proofs that our country and its benefactors are 
objects of His care?

Adams and Jefferson, I have said, are no more. 
As human beings, indeed, they are no more. They 
are no more, as in 1776, bold and fearless advocates 
of independence; no more, as at subsequent periods, 
the head of the government; nor more, as we have 

recently seen them, aged and venerable objects of 
admiration and regard. They are no more. They are 
dead. But how little is there of the great and good 
which can die! To their country they yet live, and 
live for ever. They live in all that perpetuates the re-
membrance of men on earth; in the recorded proofs 
of their own great actions, in the offspring of their 
intellect, in the deep-engraved lines of public grat-
itude, and in the respect and homage of mankind. 
They live in their example; and they live, emphati-
cally, and will live, in the influence which their lives 
and efforts, their principles and opinions, now exer-
cise, and will continue to exercise, on the affairs of 
men, not only in their own country but throughout 
the civilized world. A superior and commanding 
human intellect, a truly great man, when Heaven 
vouchsafes so rare a gift, is not a temporary flame, 
burning brightly for a while, and then giving place 
to returning darkness. It is rather a spark of fervent 
heat, as well as radiant light, with power to enkindle 
the common mass of human kind; so that when it 
glimmers in its own decay, and finally goes out in 
death, no night follows, but it leaves the world all 
light, all on fire from the potent contact of its own 
spirit. Bacon died; but the human understanding, 
roused by the touch of his miraculous wand to a per-
ception of the true philosophy and the just mode of 
inquiring after truth, has kept on its course success-
fully and gloriously. Newton died; yet the courses of 
the spheres are still known, and they yet move on 
by the laws which he discovered, and in the orbits 
which he saw, and described for them, in the infinity 
of space.

No two men now live, fellow-citizen, perhaps 
it may be doubted whether any two men have ever 
lived in one age, who, more than those we now com-
memorate, have impressed on mankind their own 
opinions more deeply into the opinions of others, 
or given a more lasting direction to the current of 
human thought. Their work doth not perish with 
them. The tree which they assisted to plant will 
flourish, although they water it and protect it no 
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longer; for it has struck its roots deep, it has sent 
them to the very centre; no storm, not of force to 
birth the orb, can overturn it; its branches spread 
wide; they stretch their protecting arms broader and 
broader, and its top is destined to reach the heavens. 
We are not deceived. There is no delusion here. No 
age will come in which the American Revolution 
will appear less than it is, one of the greatest events 
in human history. No age will come in which it shall 
cease to be seen and felt, on either continent, that a 
mighty step, a great advance, not only in American 
affairs, but in human affairs, was made on the 4th of 
July, 1776. And no age will come, we trust, so igno-
rant or so unjust as not to see and acknowledge the 
efficient agency of those we now honor in producing 
that momentous event.

We are not assembled, therefore, fellow-citizens, 
as men overwhelmed with calamity by the sudden 
disruption of the ties of friendship or affection, or 
as in despair for the republic by the untimely blight-
ing of its hopes. Death has not surprised us by an 
unseasonable blow. We have, indeed, seen the tomb 
close, but it has closed only over mature years, over 
long-protracted public service, over the weakness of 
age, and over life itself only when the ends of living 
had been fulfilled. These suns, as they rose slowly 
and steadily, amidst clouds and storms, in their as-
cendant, so they have not rushed from the meridian 
to sink suddenly in the west. Like the mildness, the 
serenity, the continuing benignity of a summer’s day, 
they have gone down with slow-descending, grateful 
long-lingering light; and now that they are beyond 
the visible margin of the world, good omens cheer 
us from “the bright track of their fiery car”!

There were many points of similarity in the lives 
and fortunes of these great men. They belonged to 
the same profession, and had pursued its studies and 
its practice for unequal lengths of time indeed, but 
with diligence and effect. Both were learned and 
able lawyers. They were natives and inhabitants, 
respectively of those two of the Colonies which at 
the Revolution were the largest and most power-

ful and which naturally had a lead in the political 
affairs of the times. When the Colonies became in 
some degree united by the assembling of a general 
Congress, they were brought to act together in its 
deliberations, not indeed at the same time but both 
at early periods. Each had already manifested his at-
tachment to the cause of the country, as well as his 
ability to maintain it, by printed addresses, public 
speeches, extensive correspondence, and whatever 
other mode could be adopted for the purpose of 
exposing the encroachments of the British Parlia-
ment, and animating the people to a manly resis-
tance. Both were not only decided, but early, friends 
of Independence. While others yet doubted, they 
were resolved; where others hesitated they pressed 
forward. They were both members of the committee 
for preparing the Declaration of Independence, and 
they constituted the sub-committee appointed by 
the other members to make the draft. They left their 
seats in Congress, being called to other public em-
ployments at periods not remote from each other, 
although one of them returned to it afterwards for a 
short time. Neither of them was of the assembly of 
great men which formed the present Constitution, 
and neither was at any time a member of Congress 
under its provisions. Both have been public minis-
ters abroad, both Vice-Presidents and both Presi-
dents of the United States. These coincidences are 
now singularly crowned and completed. They have 
died together; and they did on the anniversary of 
liberty.



140

Dave Raymond’s American History | Student Reader

LECTURE 15.2
The Friendship & John Adams

ASSIGNMENT — Read the following letter 
from Abigail Adams to her husband John. 
Why does Abigail ask John to “remember 
the ladies”? What insights does this letter 
provide regarding their relationship? What 
insights does this letter provide into the 
world of the colonies at the War of Inde-
pendence?

EXTRA CREDIT — Read “Thoughts on Gov-
ernment” by John Adams. According to Ad-
ams, how should a government be formed?

“Letter to John Adams” by Abigail 
Adams, dated March 31, 1776

I wish you would ever write me a letter half as 
long as I write you, and tell me, if you may, where 
your fleet are gone; what sort of defense Virginia can 
make against our common enemy; whether it is so 
situated as to make an able defense. Are not the gen-
try lords, and the common people vassals? Are they 
not like the uncivilized vassals Britain represents us 
to be? I hope their riflemen, who have shown them-
selves very savage and even blood-thirsty, are not a 
specimen of the generality of the people. I am will-
ing to allow the colony great merit for having pro-
duced a Washington—but they have been shameful-
ly duped by a Dunmore.

I have sometimes been ready to think that the 
passion for liberty cannot be equally strong in the 
breasts of those who have been accustomed to de-
prive their fellow-creatures of theirs. Of this I am 
certain, that it is not founded upon that generous 

and Christian principle of doing to others as we 
would that others should do unto us.

Do not you want to see Boston? I am fearful of 
the small-pox, or I should have been in before this 
time. I got Mr. Crane to go to our house and see 
what state it was in. I find it has been occupied by 
one of the doctors of a regiment; very dirty, but no 
other damage has been done to it. The few things 
which were left in it are all gone. I look upon it as a 
new acquisition of property—a property which one 
month ago I did not value at a single shilling, and 
would with pleasure have seen it in flames.

The town in general is left in a better state than 
we expected; more owing to a precipitate flight 
than any regard to the inhabitants; though some 
individuals discovered a sense of honor and justice, 
and have left the rent of the houses in which they 
were, for the owners, and the furniture unhurt, or, 
if damaged, sufficient to make it good. Others have 
committed abominable ravages. The mansion house 
of your President is safe, and the furniture unhurt 
while the house and furniture of the Solicitor Gen-
eral have fallen a prey to their own merciless party. 
Surely the very fiends feel a reverential awe for virtue 
and patriotism, whilst they detest the parricide and 
traitor.

I feel very differently at the approach of spring 
from what I did a month ago. We knew not then 
whether we could plant or sow with safety, wheth-
er where we had tilled we could reap the fruits of 
our own industry, whether we could rest in our own 
cottages or whether we should be driven from the 
seacoast to seek shelter in the wilderness but now 
we feel a temporary peace, and the poor fugitives are 
returning to their deserted habitations.

Though we felicitate ourselves, we sympathize 
with those who are trembling lest the lot of Bos-
ton should be theirs. But they cannot be in similar 
circumstances unless pusillanimity and cowardice 
should take possession of them. They have time and 
warning given them to see the evil and shun it.

I long to hear that you have declared an inde-
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pendency. And, by the way, in the new code of laws 
which I suppose it will be necessary for you to make, 
I desire you would remember the ladies and be more 
generous and favorable to them than your ancestors. 
Do not put such unlimited power into the hands of 
the husbands. Remember, all men would be tyrants 
if they could. If particular care and attention is not 
paid to the ladies, we are determined to foment a 
rebellion, and will not hold ourselves bound by any 
laws in which we have no voice or representation.

That your sex are naturally tyrannical is a truth 
so thoroughly established as to admit of no dispute; 
but such of you as wish to be happy willingly give 
up the harsh title of master for the more tender and 
endearing one of friend. Why, then, not put it out 
of the power of the vicious and the lawless to use 
us with cruelty and indignity with impunity? Men 
of sense in all ages abhor those customs which treat 
us only as the vassals of your sex; regard us then as 
beings placed by Providence under your protection, 
and in imitation of the Supreme Being make use of 
that power only for our happiness.

APRIL 5.

I want to hear much oftener from you than I do. 
March 8th was the last date of any that I have yet 
had. You inquire of me whether I am making saltpe-
tre. I have not yet attempted it, but after soap-mak-
ing believe I shall make the experiment. I find as 
much as I can do to manufacture clothing for my 
family, which would else be naked. I know of but 
one person in this part of the town who has made 
any. That is Mr. Tertius Bass, as he is called, who 
has got very near a hundred-weight which has been 
found to be very good. I have heard of some others 
in the other parishes. Mr. Reed, of Weymouth, has 
been applied to, to go to Andover to the mills which 
are now at work, and he has gone.

I have lately seen a small manuscript describing 
the proportions of the various sorts of powder fit 
for cannon, small arms, and pistols. If it would be 
of any service your way I will get it transcribed and 

send it to you. Every one your friends sends regards, 
and all the little ones. Adieu.

“Thoughts on Government” 
by John Adams

MY DEAR SIR, —If I was equal to the task of 
forming a plan for the government of a colony, I 
should be flattered with your request, and very hap-
py to comply with it; because, as the divine science 
of politics is the science of social happiness, and the 
blessings of society depend entirely on the consti-
tutions of government, which are generally institu-
tions that last for many generations, there can be no 
employment more agreeable to a benevolent mind 
than a research after the best.

Pope flattered tyrants too much when he said,

“For forms of government let fools contest, 
That which is best administered is best.”

Nothing can be more fallacious than this. But 
poets read history to collect flowers, not fruits; they 
attend to fanciful images, not the effects of social 
institutions. Nothing is more certain, from the his-
tory of nations and nature of man, than that some 
forms of government are better fitted for being well 
administered than others.

We ought to consider what is the end of gov-
ernment, before we determine which is the best 
form. Upon this point all speculative politicians 
will agree, that the happiness of society is the end of 
government, as all divines and moral philosophers 
will agree that the happiness of the individual is the 
end of man. From this principle it will follow, that 
the form of government which communicates ease, 
comfort, security, or, in one word, happiness, to the 
greatest number of persons, and in the greatest de-
gree, is the best.

All sober inquirers after truth, ancient and mod-
ern, pagan and Christian, have declared that the 
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happiness of man, as well as his dignity, consists in 
virtue. Confucius, Zo- roaster, Socrates, Mahomet, 
not to mention authorities really sacred, have agreed 
in this.

If there is a form of government, then, whose 
principle and foundation is virtue, will not every 
sober man acknowledge it better calculated to pro-
mote the general happiness than any other form?

Fear is the foundation of most governments; but 
it is so sordid and brutal a passion, and renders men 
in whose breasts it predominates so stupid and mis-
erable, that Americans will not be likely to approve 
of any political institution which is founded on it.

Honor is truly sacred, but holds a lower rank in 
the scale of moral excellence than virtue. Indeed, the 
former is but a part of the latter, and consequently 
has not equal pretensions to support a frame of gov-
ernment productive of human happiness.

The foundation of every government is some 
principle or passion in the minds of the people. The 
noblest principles and most generous affections in 
our nature, then, have the fairest chance to support 
the noblest and most generous models of govern-
ment.

A man must be indifferent to the sneers of mod-
ern English men, to mention in their company the 
names of Sidney, Harrington, Locke, Milton, Ned-
ham, Neville, Burnet, and Hoadly. No small forti-
tude is necessary to confess that one has read them. 
The wretched condition of this country, however, 
for ten or fifteen years past, has frequently reminded 
me of their principles and reasonings. They will con-
vince any candid mind, that there is no good gov-
ernment but what is republican. That the only valu-
able part of the British constitution is so; because 
the very definition of a republic is “an empire of 
laws, and not of men.” That, as a republic is the best 
of governments, so that particular arrangement of 
the powers of society, or, in other words, that form 
of government which is best contrived to secure an 
impartial and exact execution of the laws, is the best 
of republics.

Of republics there is an inexhaustible variety, 
because the possible combinations of the powers of 
society are capable of innumerable variations.

As good government is an empire of laws, how 
shall your laws be made? In a large society, inhab-
iting an extensive country, it is impossible that the 
whole should assemble to make laws. The first neces-
sary step, then, is to depute power from the many to 
a few of the most wise and good. But by what rules 
shall you choose your representatives? Agree upon 
the number and qualifications of persons who shall 
have the benefit of choosing, or annex this privilege 
to the inhabitants of a certain extent of ground.

The principal difficulty lies, and the great-
est care should be employed, in constituting this 
representative assembly. It should be in miniature 
an exact portrait of the people at large. It should 
think, feel, reason, and act like them. That it may 
be the interest of this assembly to do strict justice 
at all times, it should be an equal representation, or, 
in other words, equal interests among the people 
should have equal interests in it. Great care should 
be taken to effect this, and to prevent unfair, partial, 
and corrupt elections. Such regulations, however, 
may be better made in times of greater tranquillity 
than the present; and they will spring up themselves 
naturally, when all the powers of government come 
to be in the hands of the people’s friends. At present, 
it will be safest to proceed in all established modes, 
to which the people have been familiarized by habit.

A representation of the people in one assembly 
being obtained, a question arises, whether all the 
powers of government, legislative, executive, and 
judicial, shall be left in this body? I think a people 
cannot be long free, nor ever happy, whose govern-
ment is in one assembly. My reasons for this opinion 
are as follows:

1.	 A single assembly is liable to all the vices, follies, 
and frailties of an individual; subject to fits of 
humor, starts of passion, flights of enthusiasm, 
partialities, or prejudice, and consequently pro-
ductive of hasty results and absurd judgments. 
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And all these errors ought to be corrected and 
defects supplied by some controlling power.

2.	 A single assembly is apt to grow ambitious, and 
after a time will not hesitate to vote itself per-
petual. This was one fault of the Long Parlia-
ment; but more remarkably of Holland, whose 
assembly first voted themselves from annual to 
septennial, then for life, and after a course of 
years, that all vacancies happening by death or 
otherwise, should be filled by themselves, with-
out any application to constituents at all.

3.	 A representative assembly, although extreme-
ly well qualified, and absolutely necessary, as a 
branch of the legislative, is unfit to exercise the 
executive power, for want of two essential prop-
erties, secrecy and despatch.

4.	 A representative assembly is still less qualified 
for the judicial power, because it is too numer-
ous, too slow, and too little skilled in the laws.

5.	 Because a single assembly, possessed of all the 
powers of government, would make arbitrary 
laws for their own interest, execute all laws ar-
bitrarily for their own interest, and adjudge all 
controversies in their own favor.

But shall the whole power of legislation rest in 
one assembly? Most of the foregoing reasons apply 
equally to prove that the legislative power ought to 
be more complex; to which we may add, that if the 
legislative power is wholly in one assembly, and the 
executive in another, or in a single person, these two 
powers will oppose and encroach upon each other, 
until the contest shall end in war, and the whole 
power, legislative and executive, be usurped by the 
strongest.

The judicial power, in such case, could not me-
diate, or hold the balance between the two contend-
ing powers, because the legislative would undermine 
it. And this shows the necessity, too, of giving the 
executive power a negative upon the legislative, oth-
erwise this will be continually encroaching upon 

that.
To avoid these dangers, let a distinct assembly 

be constituted, as a mediator between the two ex-
treme branches of the legislature, that which rep-
resents the people, and that which is vested with the 
executive power.

Let the representative assembly then elect by 
ballot, from among themselves or their constituents, 
or both, a distinct assembly, which, for the sake of 
perspicuity, we will call a council. It may consist of 
any number you please, say twenty or thirty, and 
should have a free and independent exercise of its 
judgment, and consequently a negative voice in the 
legislature.

These two bodies, thus constituted, and made 
integral parts of the legislature, let them unite, and 
by joint ballot choose a governor, who, after being 
stripped of most of those badges of domination, 
called prerogatives, should have a free and indepen-
dent exercise of his judgment, and be made also an 
integral part of the legislature. This, I know, is liable 
to objections; and, if you please, you may make him 
only president of the council, as in Connecticut. But 
as the governor is to be invested with the executive 
power, with consent of council, I think he ought to 
have a negative upon the legislative. If he is annually 
elective, as he ought to be, he will always have so 
much reverence and affection for the people, their 
representatives and counsellors, that, although you 
give him an independent exercise of his judgment, 
he will seldom use it in opposition to the two hous-
es, except in cases the public utility of which would 
be conspicuous; and some such cases would happen.

In the present exigency of American affairs, 
when, by an act of Parliament, we are put out of 
the royal protection, and consequently discharged 
from our allegiance, and it has become necessary to 
assume government for our immediate security, the 
governor, lieutenant-governor, secretary, treasurer, 
commissary, attorney-general, should be chosen by 
joint ballot of both houses. And these and all other 
elections, especially of representatives and counsel-
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lors, should be annual, there not being in the whole 
circle of the sciences a maxim more infallible than 
this, “where annual elections end, there slavery be-
gins.”

These great men, in this respect, should be, once 
a year,

“Like bubbles on the sea of matter borne, 
They rise, they break, and to that sea return.”

This will teach them the great political virtues of 
humility, patience, and moderation, without which 
every man in power becomes a ravenous beast of 
prey.

This mode of constituting the great offices of 
state will answer very well for the present; but if by 
experiment it should be found inconvenient, the 
legislature may, at its leisure, devise other methods 
of creating them, by elections of the people at large, 
as in Connecticut, or it may enlarge the term for 
which they shall be chosen to seven years, or three 
years, or for life, or make any other alterations which 
the society shall find productive of its ease, its safety, 
its freedom, or, in one word, its happiness.

A rotation of all offices, as well as of represen-
tatives and counsellors, has many advocates, and is 
contended for with many plausible arguments. It 
would be attended, no doubt, with many advantag-
es; and if the society has a sufficient number of suit-
able characters to supply the great number of vacan-
cies which would be made by such a rotation, I can 
see no objection to it. These persons may be allowed 
to serve for three years, and then be excluded three 
years, or for any longer or shorter term.

Any seven or nine of the legislative council may 
be made a quorum, for doing business as a privy 
council, to advise the governor in the exercise of the 
executive branch of power, and in all acts of state.

The governor should have the command of the 
militia and of all your armies. The power of pardons 
should be with the governor and council.

Judges, justices, and all other officers, civil and 
military, should be nominated and appointed by the 

governor, with the advice and consent of council, 
unless you choose to have a government more pop-
ular; if you do, all officers, civil and military, may be 
chosen by joint ballot of both houses; or, in order to 
preserve the independence and importance of each 
house, by ballot of one house, concurred in by the 
other. Sheriffs should be chosen by the freeholders 
of counties; so should registers of deeds and clerks 
of counties.

All officers should have commissions, under the 
hand of the governor and seal of the colony.

The dignity and stability of government in all 
its branches, the morals of the people, and every 
blessing of society depend so much upon an upright 
and skillful administration of justice, that the judi-
cial power ought to be distinct from both the legis-
lative and executive, and independent upon both, 
that so it may be a check upon both, as both should 
be checks upon that. The judges, therefore, should 
be always men of learning and experience in the 
laws, of exemplary morals, great patience, calmness, 
coolness, and attention. Their minds should not be 
distracted with jarring interests; they should not be 
dependent upon any man, or body of men. To these 
ends, they should hold estates for life in their offic-
es; or, in other words, their commissions should be 
during good behavior, and their salaries ascertained 
and established by law. For misbehavior, the grand 
inquest of the colony, the house of representatives, 
should impeach them before the governor and 
council, where they should have time and opportu-
nity to make their defence; but, if convicted, should 
be removed from their offices, and subjected to such 
other punishment as shall be thought proper.

A militia law, requiring all men, or with very 
few exceptions besides cases of conscience, to be 
provided with arms and ammunition, to be trained 
at certain seasons; and requiring counties, towns, 
or other small districts, to be provided with pub-
lic stocks of ammunition and entrenching utensils, 
and with some settled plans for transporting provi-
sions after the militia, when marched to defend their 
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country against sudden invasions; and requiring cer-
tain districts to be provided with field-pieces, com-
panies of matrosses, and perhaps some regiments of 
light-horse, is always a wise institution, and, in the 
present circumstances of our country, indispensable.

Laws for the liberal education of youth, espe-
cially of the lower class of people, are so extreme-
ly wise and useful, that, to a humane and generous 
mind, no expense for this purpose would be thought 
extravagant.

The very mention of sumptuary laws will excite 
a smile. Whether our countrymen have wisdom and 
virtue enough to submit to them, I know not; but 
the happiness of the people might be greatly pro-
moted by them, and a revenue saved sufficient to 
carry on this war forever. Frugality is a great revenue, 
besides curing us of vanities, levities, and fopperies, 
which are real antidotes to all great, manly, and war-
like virtues.

But must not all commissions run in the name 
of a king? No. Why may they not as well run thus, 
“The colony of to A. B. greeting,” and be tested by 
the governor?

Why may not writs, instead of running in the 
name of the king, run thus, “The colony of to the 
sheriff,” &c., and be tested by the chief justice?

Why may not indictments conclude, “against 
the peace of the colony of and the dignity of the 
same?”

A constitution founded on these principles in-
troduces knowledge among the people, and inspires 
them with a conscious dignity becoming freemen; 
a general emulation takes place, which causes good 
humor, sociability, good manners, and good morals 
to be general. That elevation of sentiment inspired 
by such a government, makes the common people 
brave and enterprising. That ambition which is in-
spired by it makes them sober, industrious, and fru-
gal. You will find among them some elegance, per-
haps, but more solidity; a little pleasure, but a great 
deal of business; some politeness, but more civility. 
If you compare such a country with the regions of 

domination, whether monarchical or aristocratical, 
you will fancy yourself in Arcadia or Elysium.

If the colonies should assume governments 
separately, they should be left entirely to their own 
choice of the forms; and if a continental constitu-
tion should be formed, it should be a congress, con-
taining a fair and adequate representation of the col-
onies, and its authority should sacredly be confined 
to these cases, namely, war, trade, disputes between 
colony and colony, the post office, and the unappro-
priated lands of the crown, as they used to be called.

These colonies, under such forms of govern-
ment, and in such a union, would be unconquerable 
by all the monarchies of Europe.

You and I, my dear friend, have been sent into 
life at a time when the greatest lawgivers of antiquity 
would have wished to live. How few of the human 
race have ever enjoyed an opportunity of making an 
election of government, more than of air, soil, or 
climate, for themselves or their children! When, be-
fore the present epoch, had three millions of people 
full power and a fair opportunity to form and estab-
lish the wisest and happiest government that human 
wisdom can contrive? I hope you will avail yourself 
and your country of that extensive learning and in-
defatigable industry which you possess, to assist her 
in the formation of the happiest governments and 
the best character of a great people. For myself, I 
must beg you to keep my name out of sight; for this 
feeble attempt, if it should be known to be mine, 
would oblige me to apply to myself those lines of 
the immortal John Milton, in one of his sonnets:—

“I did but prompt the age to quit their clogs 
By the known rules of ancient liberty,  
When straight a barbarous noise environs me 
Of owls and cuckoos, asses, apes, and dogs.” 
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LECTURE 15.3
The Friendship & Thomas 
Jefferson

ASSIGNMENT — Research Monticello, the 
home of Jefferson, by visiting monticello.
org.3 Make a sketch of the home’s exterior 
and/or one of its many rooms.

LECTURE 15.4
The Presidencies

ASSIGNMENT — Read the “Letter to Pres-
ident Thomas Jefferson” by the Danbury 
Baptist Association and the following 
reply. What specific liberties are sought by 
the Danbury Baptist Association? Ex-
plain President Jefferson’s answer to their 
request.

“Letter to President Thomas 
Jefferson” by the Danbury Baptist 
association, dated October 7, 1801 

Sir,
Among the many millions in America and Eu-

rope who rejoice in your election to office, we em-
brace the first opportunity which we have enjoyed 
in our collective capacity, since your inauguration, 
to express our great satisfaction in your appoint-
ment to the Chief Magistracy in the Unite States. 
And though the mode of expression may be less 
courtly and pompous than what many others clothe 
their addresses with, we beg you, sir, to believe, that 

3	 For an excellent virtual tour of the home, try http://explorer.monticello.org/virtualtour/

none is more sincere.
Our sentiments are uniformly on the side of 

religious liberty: that Religion is at all times and 
places a matter between God and individuals, that 
no man ought to suffer in name, person, or effects 
on account of his religious opinions, [and] that the 
legitimate power of civil government extends no fur-
ther than to punish the man who works ill to his 
neighbor. But sir, our constitution of government 
is not specific. Our ancient charter, together with 
the laws made coincident therewith, were adapted 
as the basis of our government at the time of our 
revolution. And such has been our laws and usag-
es, and such still are, [so] that Religion is consid-
ered as the first object of Legislation, and therefore 
what religious privileges we enjoy (as a minor part 
of the State) we enjoy as favors granted, and not as 
inalienable rights. And these favors we receive at the 
expense of such degrading acknowledgments, as are 
inconsistent with the rights of freemen. It is not to 
be wondered at therefore, if those who seek after 
power and gain, under the pretense of government 
and Religion, should reproach their fellow men, [or] 
should reproach their Chief Magistrate, as an enemy 
of religion, law, and good order, because he will not, 
dares not, assume the prerogative of Jehovah and 
make laws to govern the Kingdom of Christ.

Sir, we are sensible that the President of the 
United States is not the National Legislator and also 
sensible that the national government cannot de-
stroy the laws of each State, but our hopes are strong 
that the sentiment of our beloved President, which 
have had such genial effect already, like the radiant 
beams of the sun, will shine and prevail through all 
these States—and all the world—until hierarchy 
and tyranny be destroyed from the earth. Sir, when 
we reflect on your past services, and see a glow of 
philanthropy and goodwill shining forth in a course 
of more than thirty years, we have reason to believe 
that America’s God has raised you up to fill the Chair 
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of State out of that goodwill which he bears to the 
millions which you preside over. May God strength-
en you for the arduous task which providence and 
the voice of the people have called you—to sustain 
and support you and your Administration against 
all the predetermined opposition of those who wish 
to rise to wealth and importance on the poverty and 
subjection of the people.

And may the Lord preserve you safe from every 
evil and bring you at last to his Heavenly Kingdom 
through Jesus Christ our Glorious Mediator.

Signed in behalf of the Association,
Neh’h Dodge }  

Eph’m Robbins } The Committee  
Stephen S. Nelson } 

“Letter to the Danbury Baptist 
Association” by President Thomas 
Jefferson, dated January 1, 1802

Gentlemen,
The affectionate sentiment of esteem and appro-

bation which you are so good as to express towards 
me, on behalf of the Danbury Baptist Association, 
give me the highest satisfaction. My duties dictate 
a faithful and zealous pursuit of the interests of my 
constituents, and in proportion as they are persuad-
ed of my fidelity to those duties, the discharge of 
them becomes more and more pleasing.

Believing with you that religion is a matter 
which lies solely between man and his God, that he 
owes account to none other for his faith or his wor-
ship, that the legislative powers of government reach 
actions only, and not opinions, I contemplate with 
sovereign reverence that act of the whole American 
people which declared that their legislature would 
“make no law respecting an establishment of reli-
gion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof,” thus 
building a wall of separation between Church and 

State. Adhering to this expression of the supreme will 
of the nation in behalf of the rights of conscience, 
I shall see with sincere satisfaction the progress of 
those sentiments which tend to restore to man all his 
natural rights, convinced he has no natural right in 
opposition to his social duties.

I reciprocate your kind prayers for the protec-
tion and blessing of the common Father and Cre-
ator of man, and tender you for yourselves and your 
religious association, assurances of my high respect 
and esteem.
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LECTURE 15.5
The Reconciliation

ASSIGNMENT — Complete Exam #15.

EXAM #15
1.	 Explain the title of this lecture and the imagery of Psalm 133 

regarding the beauties of brotherhood.

2.	 State and explain Proverbs 27:6.

3.	 In what ways did the Federalists and Republicans differ?

4.	 How were Adams and Jefferson an odd couple, and in what ways did 
they form a partnership?

5.	 Briefly retell the history and character of John Adams, including his 
time as vice-president.

6.	 Briefly retell the history and character of Thomas Jefferson, including 
his time as ambassador to France.

7.	 How did the rift between Adams and Jefferson form?

8.	 What were the accomplishments and failures of John Adams’ 
presidency?

9.	 What were the accomplishments and failures of Thomas Jefferson’s 
presidency?

10.	 How was the relationship between the two men restored and for 
what reasons?
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